An interval is the distance between 2 notes.
There are 2 types of intervals:

1. Generic intervals (size) – only the letter names matter. For example, C to E is a 3rd (we count C, D, E)

2. (Quality) Specific intervals – these intervals are measured by the number of half steps and have specific names such major, minor, perfect, augmented, or diminished. These names are applied to the numeric interval names. For example, C to E is a major 3rd 

3. When naming the interval quality, make sure the numerical value matches with the note names. As you can see below, some specific intervals share the same number of half steps. For example: C to G# is an augmented 5th while C to Ab is a minor 6th.

You will find the following chart very handy in helping you identify written intervals.

	Specific Interval
(Interval Quality)
	Number of Half Steps

	Minor 2nd 
	1

	Major 2nd 
	2

	Minor 3rd
	3

	Major 3rd or
Diminished 4th 
	4

	Perfect 4th 
	5

	Augmented 4th or
Diminished 5th 
	6

	Perfect 5th 
	7

	Augmented 5th or
Minor 6th 
	8

	Major 6th 
	9

	Minor 7th 
	10

	Major 7th 
Diminished 8th (octave)
	11

	Perfect 8th (octave)
	12

	Augmented 8th (octave)
	13


