Music 112
Triads
· A triad is a chord made up of 3 notes.

· There are 4 types of triads: major, minor, diminished, augmented

All triads follow the same basic formula based on intervals.

· The note the triad is based on is called the root.

· The next note is called the third because it is an interval of a third from the root.

· The next note is called the fifth because it is an interval of a fifth from the root.

Let’s look at a triad where the root is C:

       C

   E
          G







C, E, G are the note names that make up a triad with C as the root.

· We can change the quality of the triad to major or minor depending on the 3rd of the chord.

· In a major triad, we have a major 3rd from the root and a perfect 5th from the root.
	    This is a major 3rd




        C

   E
          G


This is a perfect 5th







	Now we have a C major chord. 

If you are reading guitar or piano chords from the internet you probably see letters above the lyrics. 
When you see a single letter like C or G it means you play the major chord.


· In a minor triad, we have a minor 3rd from the root and a perfect 5th from the root.

	    This is a minor 3rd




        C

   Eb
          G


This is a perfect 5th







	Now we have a C minor chord. 

When you see letters like Cm or Gm it means you play the minor chord.


· In an augmented triad, we have a major 3rd from the root and an augmented 5th from the root.

	    This is a major 3rd




        C

   E
          G#

This is an augmented 5th







	Now we have a C augmented chord. 

When you see letters like C aug or G aug it means you play the augmented chord.


· In a diminished triad, we have a minor 3rd from the root and a diminished 5th from the root.

	    This is a minor 3rd




        C

   Eb
          Gb

This is a diminished 5th







	Now we have a C diminished chord. 

When you see letters like C dim or G dim it means you play the diminished chord.


Triads can be built starting on any note and you can make it a major, minor, augmented, or diminished chord depending on each note’s relationship to the root.
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